North Fork Crow River Watershed District
Approved Regular Meeting Minutes
July 10, 2023

Managers Present: Ross Amundson, Jim Barchenger, Bob Brauchler, Jim Weller, Jim Wuertz
Managers Absent: None

Staff Present: Colton Henjum, Amanda Craft, Christine Knutson

Others Present: David Johnson, Virgil Fuchs, Gary Berndt, Ken Vogt, Boyd Fischer, Arthur Marthaler,
Ralph Klassen, Harold Marthaler, John Kolb

1. Call to Order

President Brauchler called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

2. Review and Approve Agenda

Motion to approve the agenda made by Barchenger, seconded by Wuertz. Motion carried.

3. Consent Agenda Items
1. Treasurer’s Report and Bills to July 10%, 2023

a. Check Register - 106 Bonanza Checking Acct

b. P & L Detail — Al Accounts

c. Balance Sheet — All Accounts
Motion to approve consent agenda made by Weller, seconded by Barchenger. Roll call.
Affirmative: Amundson, Barchenger, Brauchler, Weller, Wuertz Opposed: None
Motion carried.

4. Minutes

June 12", 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes.

Motion to approve the June 12%, 2023 regular meeting minutes made by Amundson, seconded by Wuertz. Motion
carried.

5. Staff Reports
A. Administrator’s Report: Colton Henjum

1. Activities

Henjum noted activities including attending the 1W1P TAC and Koronis Lake Association meeting. He also gave a
review of the MAWD summer tour that was held in Albert Lea. Other activities included ditch inspections, ongoing
projects, office upgrades, and cattle exclusion fencing.

2. Resolution 2023-08

Henjum noted the summer intern’s billable rate was recorded incorrectly at the June board meeting when resolution
2023-08 was passed. Motion to amend resolution 2023-08 effective June 1, 2023 made by Barchenger, seconded by
Amundson. Motion carried.

3. Interest/Principal payment for JD1/Pirz Lake harvester

Financial information regarding JD1’s principal and interest amounts at the Bonanza Valley Bank was presented to
the Board. After discussion, a motion to pay $40,000 in principal and $3,987.13 in interest was made by Weller,
Seconded by Wuertz. Roll call.

Affirmative: Amundson, Barchenger, Brauchler, Weller, Wuertz Opposed: None

Motion carried.

Financial information was also shared regarding the Pirz Lake Association’s loan at the Bonanza Valley Bank.
Motion to pay $805.18 in interest made by Wuertz, seconded by Weller. Roll call.

Affirmative: Amundson, Barchenger, Brauchler, Weller, Wuertz Opposed: None
Motion carried.
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4. Garage Discussion

Henjum noted after adding an additional office to the main building, the Watershed would not need additional office
space if it were to build a new garage. The current one stall garage is not big enough to fit a full sized work truck,
and the District’s Polaris Ranger sits outside. Henjum asked if the board would like to explore building a detached
garage with a new laboratory instead of attaching it to the existing building. Board consensus was for Henjum to
look into the garage and bring information to the next meeting.

5. Office Equipment

Henjum explained that the watershed program coordinator’s office was the only full-time staff office that did not
have a standing desk. Motion to purchase a standing desk for the program coordinator’s office made by Barchenger,
seconded by Amundson. Motion carried.

6. Additional Business
The district still has not obtained an auditor for 2022. Board consensus was for Henjum to request another extension
and start looking for 2023 auditors.

B. Watershed Project Coordinator’s Report: Colton Henjum

1. Activities

Craft noted activities including putting together a workplan for the District’s 319 grant, surveying, and working on
job approval authority training. Sampling is also occurring throughout the District.

2. Testing Kits
Craft presented a report on testing kits the District would like to use near Rice and Koronis Lake. The kits would be

used to try and target pollution close to the lakes and develop projects to stop it before it enters the lakes. Henjum
noted there are funds left in the District’s survey and data fund because dry conditions have resulted in less sampling
than was originally planned for in the five year workplan. Motion to purchase the test kits made by Weller, seconded
by Barchenger. Roll call.

Affirmative: Amundson, Barchenger, Brauchler, Weller, Wuertz Opposed: None

Motion carried.

C. Funds Manager / Administrative Assistant Report: As noted in financial statements

6. Program Reports

A. Permit Reports
None

B. Drainage Report:

1. JD1

Harold Marthaler noted he was working on JD1 Br12. The Watershed had agreed to pay for seeding the ditch banks
after Mr. Marthaler had taken out trees. Mr. Marthaler stated he thought the ditch should be cleaned out before
seeding was completed. Henjum said he conducted a site visit and agreed the ditch was in need of cleaning. The
Board instructed Henjum to obtain an estimate for the next board meeting. Motion to pay for seed made by Weller,
seconded by Wuertz. Motion carried.

2.CD 32

An estimate from MBC Drainage was presented to the board for the removal of trees and cleaning out the ditch south
of 310™ St. Motion to approve the estimate made by Barchenger, seconded by Amundson. Roll call.

Affirmative: Amundson, Barchenger, Brauchler, Wuertz Opposed: None

Abstained: Weller

Motion carried.

Henjum stated there have been complaints on CD32 Branch 2 from landowners that the ditch was not draining
correctly. Henjum inspected the ditch to the east of 443 Ave and will continue inspections to the west.
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3.CD36& 37
Buffer payments will need to be sent out on CD37 and CD 36. Henjum will work with attorney Kolb to get them
paid out.

4. Ditch Spraying
Loren Engelby provided Henjum with a contractor for spraying the ditch banks. Henjum to reach out and obtain
pricing information.

5.CD7
Henjum noted MBC Drainage will be fixing the tile outlet on the Roelike property on CD7.

7. CD 32 Branch 2 Fork 2 Lateral 1 Partial Abandonment Hearing

The regular Board meeting was closed at 8:00 PM. Attorney John Kolb provided an update on the proceedings that
led to the final hearing for the partial abandonment of CD 32 Branch 2 Fork 2 Lateral 1. The following remarks were
made from the public:

Ken Vogt asked what abandonment means. Kolb responded by explaining what the ditch being abandoned would
mean for the landowners who use the ditch. Vogt stated he had concerns about the maintenance of the ditch and
paying for repairs if there is an event that results in reduced drainage. After discussion it was determined if the ditch
was abandoned it would be contingent on a maintenance agreement being signed by the landowners who are affected
by the ditch.

Boyd Fischer asked if there would be inlets allowed on the section of ditch that was being abandoned. Kolb
responded by saying it would be a private system and they could put inlets in if they choose. Fischer stated he should
be able to put an inlet in the section of public ditch on his property. He also stated he has concerns about the public
tile being plugged by debris coming from the abandoned ditch.

After discussion, a motion to partially abandon CD 32 Branch 2 Fork 2 Lateral 1, contingent with an easement being
signed by landowners for repairs, was made by Wuertz, seconded by Barchenger. Roll call.

Affirmative: Amundson, Barchenger, Brauchler, Wuertz Opposed: None

Abstained: Weller

Following the hearing the regular board meeting was reopened.

8. Open Discussion from the Public:

Ralph Klassen inquired about a piling on the railroad bridge that crosses just south of Rice Lake. Discussion
followed.

9. Items for Next Meeting Agenda:
August Budget Hearing

September JD1 Br12 hearing

Review Interest Rates

10. Board Member Reports:

11. Calendar Review:
1W1P open house in Litchfield at 5:30

12. FYI Items: None

13. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn made by Amundson, seconded by Barchenger. Motion carried.

v 174
Ross Amundson —Secretary
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