
  
1030 Front Street, P.O. Box 40 

Brooten, MN 56316 
 

Office: 320-346-2869  
 Fax: 320-346-2410 

www.nfcrwd.org       nfcrwsd@tds.net 
 

  Regular Meeting – Agenda 
June 13, 2022 

Located at: 1030 Front Street at 7:00 p.m. 
This is an in-person meeting.  

Agenda Codes: BA-Board Action Required, D-Discussion Item 

Time   
Packet 
Page BA / D 

     
7:00 1. Call to Order – President Brauchler   

     

 2. Review & Approve Agenda - President Brauchler  BA 
 Additional items or correction to be added to the agenda for action or 

information. 
  

  

 3. Reorganization of the Board  BA 
     
 4. Consent Agenda Items (All items approved by one motion)  BA 

 Treasurer’s Report and Bills to June 13, 2022.   
 a.  Check Register  - 106 Bonanza Checking Acct Page 1  
 b. P & L Detail – All Accounts Page 2  
 c. Balance Sheet – All Accounts Page 5  
     

5. Minutes   
 a. May 9, 2022 Regular Meeting Minutes Page 6 BA 
 b. June 6, 2022 CD37 Special Meeting Minutes Page 10 BA 
   

REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 
 6. Staff Reports 

 a. Administrator’s Report – Cris Skonard 
 1. Activities  D 
 2. BerganKDV Audit Report  D/BA 
 3. Lake Decontamination Units  D/BA 
 4. Additional Business  D/BA 
 b. Watershed Project Coordinator’s Report – Colton Henjum 
 1. Activity Report  D 
 2. Additional Business  D/BA 

 c. Funds Manager / Administrative Assistant’s Report – Christine Knutson 
 1. As reported in Financial Statements   
     

 7. Program Reports 
 a. Permit Report –John Mueller CD5 field crossing request Handout D/BA 
     

 b. Drainage Report – Cris Skonard  
 1. JD 1:Update: Joe Lewis 

Dan Olson – Request to Address the Drainage Authority 
 D/BA 

http://www.nfcrwd.org/


  
1030 Front Street, P.O. Box 40 

Brooten, MN 56316 
 

Office: 320-346-2869  
 Fax: 320-346-2410 
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Time   
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 2. CD 37: Update: Kurt Deter  D/BA 
 3. CD 32: Update Set Final Hearing Date  D/BA 
 4. CD 7: Update   D/BA 
 5. Ditch Spraying  D/BA 
 6. Other Ditch Business -  D/BA 
   

 8. Open Discussion from the Public 
  Opportunity for the public to address the NFCRWD Board of Managers. 
   
 9. Items for Next Meeting Agenda 
   
 10. Board Member Reports 
   

 11. Calendar Review 

 Meeting Date Meeting Description Meeting Location Meeting Time 
 June 16 DWG Virtual 1:00 pm 
 June 23 WPLMN Virtual 8:15 am 
 June 23 1W1P-TAC Virtual 9:00 am 
 July 7 WPLMN Virtual 8:15 am 

   
 12. FYI Items 
   
 13. Closed Session – Employee Issue 
    
 14. Adjournment 

*** Next meeting: Monday, July 11, 2022 at 7:00 pm *** 

http://www.nfcrwd.org/
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North Fork Crow River Watershed District 

Proposed Regular Meeting Minutes 
May 9th, 2022 

  

Managers Present: Ross Amundson, Jim Barchenger, Bob Brauchler, Jim Weller, Jim Wuertz 
Managers Absent: None 
Staff Present: Cris Skonard, Christine Knutson, Colton Henjum 
Others Present: Gary Berndt, Jeff Forester (MN Lakes & Rivers), Kevin Farnum, Rollie Imdieke, David 
Johnson, Larry Ladwig, Others 
 

1. Call to Order 
President Brauchler called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
2. Oaths of Office 
Bob Brauchler and Jim Wuertz recited their respective Oath of Office 
 
3. Review and Approve Agenda 
Motion to approve the revised agenda made by Weller, seconded by Barchenger. Motion carried. 
 

4. Consent Agenda Items 
1. Treasurer’s Report and Bills to May 9th, 2022 

a. Check Register  - 106 Bonanza Checking Acct 
b. P & L Detail – All Accounts 
c. Balance Sheet – All Accounts 

 

Motion to approve consent agenda made by Weller, seconded by Barchenger. Roll call. 
Affirmative: Amundson, Barchenger, Brauchler, Weller, Wuertz   Opposed: None  
Motion carried. 
 

5. Minutes 
April 11th, 2022 Regular Meeting Minutes 
CD7 Final Hearing Minutes 
 

Motion to approve both meeting minutes made by Wuertz, seconded by Barchenger.  Motion carried. 
 
6. Staff Reports 
A.  Administrator’s Report:  
1. Activity Report 
Skonard noted activities during the previous month including preparing for the audit, attending the 1W1P-TAC 
meeting, meetings with HEI in regards to Drainage DB and CDE32. He also noted that there is a system wide issue 
with the TDS email system and he is working with Glacial Ridge Computing to migrate to a different platform. Also 
noted the storm door needs to be replaced.  
 
2. Jeff Forester – MN Lakes and Rivers  
Jeff Forester with the Minnesota Lakes and Rivers Association presented information on an AIS grant to install 
decontamination units at accesses on lakes infested with Starry Stonewort. He noted the decontamination units would 
be given to the District and provide for three years of operating expenses ($1,200/year). Board consensus was to 
table the issue until more details were provided.  
 
3. Resolution 2022-05 – Closing Bank Accounts and Reclass Funds 
Skonard provided a resolution to close inactive bank accounts and reclassify the remaining funds to other accounts. 
Motion to approve Resolution 2022-05 made by Amundson, seconded by Weller. Roll call. 
Affirmative: Amundson, Barchenger, Brauchler, Weller, Wuertz   Opposed: None  
Motion carried. 
 
 
4. Additional Business 
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Skonard noted that Henjum will be absent for two weeks in June due to National Guard annual training. District 
policy conflicts on procedure to pay individuals in this situation. Motion to pay Henjum his regular salary during 
National Guard training made by Barchenger, seconded by Wuertz. Roll call. 
Affirmative: Amundson, Barchenger, Brauchler, Weller, Wuertz   Opposed: None  
Motion carried. 
 
Skonard also requested that the Watershed Project Coordinator be allowed a $50/month personal cell phone stipend 
due to applications being used in the field during sampling and inspection events. 
Motion to approve a $50/month personal cell phone stipend for the Watershed Project Coordinator made by Wuertz, 
seconded by Weller. Roll call. 
Affirmative: Amundson, Barchenger, Brauchler, Weller, Wuertz   Opposed: None  
Motion carried. 
 
B.  Watershed Project Coordinator’s Report:  
1. Activity Report: 
Henjum reported monthly activities sampling on ditches, lakes and WPLMN noting high phosphorous levels in some 
samples. Further inquiries indicated that this was a statewide phenomena which could not be attributed to any single 
event. He noted the first round of 319 grant funding is approximately $292,000 which includes the first four years of 
the grant. He also attended a Drainage DB meeting with HEI. 
 
2. MPCA WPLMN Contract Amendment 
Henjum noted the WPLMN grant amendment has been fully executed.  
 
3. 319 Grant Update 
As noted in the activity report. 
 
4. Additional Business 
Henjum noted a lake monitor is needed on Lake Koronis. 
 
C.  Funds Manager / Administrative Assistant Report: As noted in financial statements 
 
7. Program Reports 
A. Permit Report:  None 
 
B. Drainage Report: 
1. JD1: Update 
JD1 Repair 
Joe Lewis, HEI, provided an update on the repairs in progress noting tree removal on JD1 and also utilizing a brush 
cutter. He had a discussion with a land owner on JD1 BR10 regarding pivot bridge crossings. He also presented two 
quotes for work on JD1 BR9 ($19,400.00) and JD1 BR8 FK1 ($15,547.65). 
Motion to approve the JD1 BR9 ($19,400.00) and JD1 BR8 FK1 ($15,547.65) quotes made by Weller, seconded by 
Barchenger. Roll call.  
Affirmative: Amundson, Barchenger, Brauchler, Weller, Wuertz   Opposed: None  
Motion carried. 
 
2. CD37: Update:  
Kurt Deter 
Attorney Deter noted the Court of Appeals has ruled on this matter and John Kolb will be providing further 
guidance.  
Beaver Control Update 
Skonard noted that trappers were contacted to remove beavers the Radermacher property and Oxcart WMA. Dams 
will be removed after the trappers are completed. 
 
3. CD32: Update – Joe Lewis  
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HEI has been reviewing documents on the tile replacement and should have an opinion ready for the Board to set a 
final hearing date at the June meeting. Lewis will be checking with the Stearns County Highway Department 
regarding the culvert under Stearns County Road 27 and will have more information at the next Board meeting. 
 
Boyce Fischer submitted a letter requesting reimbursement for over assessments on CD7 and CD32 due to 
overlapping benefits. This issue was discussed in the January 2021 Board meeting. The Board authorized 
reimbursement and a check was mailed. The check was not deposited within 90 days and reverted back to the ditch 
accounts. Attorney Deter agreed that this issue was addressed and is settled. 
 
4. CD7: Update – ISG memo 
Skonard presented a memo on the inspection of the Imdieke property. Recommendation is to install a two stage 
ditch. Discussion ensued regarding costs. Board requested engineering proposals be submitted at the June meeting. 
 
5. Ditch Spraying 
Skonard noted that he contacted AIP Management and they can schedule tree spraying this summer. Areas need to 
be identified in order to obtain a quote and get on the schedule.  
 
6. Other Ditch Business 
None 
 

8. Open Discussion from the Public: 
Gary Berndt noted beaver activity on JD1 BR12 along the minimum maintenance road. Staff will investigate.  
 
9.  Items for Next Meeting Agenda: 
CD32 status report 
 
10.  Board Member Reports: 
Brauchler reported his attendance at Earth Day. 
 
11.  Calendar Review: 
As noted 
 

12.  FYI Items: 
None 
 
13. Closed Session – Employee Issue 
 
 

14. Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn the May Regular Board meeting made by Wuertz, seconded by Weller. Motion carried. Meeting 
adjourned. 
 
 
 

 
 

Ross Amundson – Secretary 
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North Fork Crow River Watershed District 
Proposed Minutes 

June 6, 2022, 2:30 pm, NFCRWD Office 
CD37 Special Meeting 

 

Managers Present:  Jim Barchenger, Bob Brauchler, Jim Weller 
Managers Absent: Ross Amundson, Jim Wuertz 
Staff Present: Cris Skonard, Colton Henjum 
Others Present: John Kolb (Rinke-Noonan) 
 
Call to Order: President Brauchler opened the special meeting at 2:30 pm.  
 
Motion to close the meeting and go into closed session for attorney/client privileged discussion regarding CD37 
litigation made by Barchenger, seconded by Weller. Motion carried 
 
Closed Session 
 
Motion to reopen the special meeting made by Barchenger, seconded by Weller. Motion carried 
 
Motion to adjourn mad by Weller, seconded by Barchenger. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
 

_______________________ 

       Acting Secretary 
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